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‘A MARVEL TO BEHOLD’: GOLD AND
SILVER AT THE COURT OF HENRY VIII
TIMOTHY SCHRODER
Henry VIII loved precious metal and had more gold, jewelled and silver plate than
any other English king before or after – some nine tons of it by the end of the reign…
Timothy Schroder recreates this lost world of magnificence with vivid prose, scholarly
ﬂair, and lavish and carefully chosen illustrations…This is a jewel of a book.
DAVID STARKEY, Historian and broadcaster; Honorary Fellow, Fitzwilliam
College, Cambridge
An absorbing account of two lost worlds: one a world of the mind, in which
magnificence was as important to a monarch as a formidable army – the other a
world of beautiful objects, nearly all of which have vanished. Timothy Schroder’s
special achievement is to guide us through these lost worlds, and thereby enrich our
understanding of Tudor England.
DIARMAID MACCULLOCH, Emeritus Professor of the History of the Church,
University of Oxford
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By the time of his death, Henry VIII had amassed one of the most spectacular
collections of gold and silver of any British monarch. But nearly all of these holdings
were destroyed over the following century, and no more than a handful have survived
to modern times. This book makes use of the wealth of surviving documentation to
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explore this lost collection and the light it sheds on the monarchy.

£29.25 / $52

Starting with an assessment of the young king’s inheritance from his father, the
book considers the role of plate at state banquets, in great church services and in
the regular exchange of gifts between courtiers and ambassadors; the role of plate
and jewels as a potent symbol of power; how the king used confiscation as an
instrument of humiliation of those who fell from grace, including Cardinal Wolsey
and Katherine of Aragon; and how Henry’s avaricious seizure of church plate towards
the end of his life throws light on his changing character. While the focus is on plate
and goldsmiths’ work, the context ranges from court ceremonial to rivalry between
princes, the role of the church, the vulnerability of persons and institutions with
covetable assets, and relations between the king and his own family.
TIMOTHY SCHRODER was Curator of Decorative Arts at the Los Angeles County
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Museum and a Consultant Curator at the Victoria and Albert Museum. Current or
recent roles include Prime Warden of the Goldsmiths’ Company, President of the
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Silver Society and a Trustee of the Wallace Collection.
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